Questions for Hide

Briefly describe yourself as an artist/guitar player. What are you known for?

OK, the short answer is - I'm known as ‘Magic Fingers’. The longer one would be -
Classically trained at Guildhall School of Music with a bachelor, performance and
composer degree. Now I’'m playing electro-nylon, using many pedal board, playing
many indescribably different styles from classical to metal!

Do you have any guilty pleasures when playing the guitar? Something your usual
fans would not expect of you.

Many! :-D

When I’'m practising alone and successfully hit the sweetest, tastiest ‘€’ on 12th fret
on high e string, or tremolo picking so well controlled and so fast, ah, maybe this is
noticeable as | look so satisfying on the stage. Apart from that, | sing some songs
like Ed Sheeran or some Japanese pop songs with my guitar, but I'm not good
enough to share them with you yet!

Describe your main equipment in brief detail. How you made those choices and
whether or not the cost of that equipment was relevant to your decisions.

Cordoba Stage Traditional electro-nylon guitar, Vanilla House Sound Lab acoustic
guitar cables, Boss TU-3 (apps!), Boss GE-7 EQ, Wampler Ego Compressor, Boss
RE-2 tape echo, Electro-Harmonix Oceans 11 reverb, Universal Audio Golden
reverb, Boss RC-5 looper. They are all necessary equipment | must have - some of
them, like Boss GE-7 can be upgraded by TGI System Eniegma or Source Audio
EQ2, and | should get a nice tuner pedal, but, you know what, it's usually just me on
the stage so | often play whatever my guitar is tuned, whether A=432 or 440Hz! And,
as | had long been a ‘normal’ classical guitarist, | should be fine just with my guitar
and fingers, in fact, | once had my guitar broken and disconnected on the stage,
ended up playing standing still with SM57 in front of my sound hole and it was one of
my best show!

But don’t get me wrong, | enjoy playing with best of best equipments whether
expensive or not, but the truth is, quality equipments doesn’t only make great sound
but also make you feel great, hence you play with so much more joy and inspiration.
It's a chicken-and-egg things.



Differences between operating as a guitarist/musician in Japan vs the UK in your
experience?

Oh yes, voltage, temperature and humidity! To be honest, there’s no simple answer. |
play the exact same song in the U.K. and in Japan, then the audience’ reaction can
be totally different, while it may feel the air is too cold and dry/wet in London
especially during winter which isn’t nice for an acoustic guitar (and fingers!), but we
don’t have many churches in Japan where the acoustic guitar sounds the best in my
opinion! But saying that, it's the best when you play the guitar with your best mates
right next to you and have the best time, doesn’t really matter where you are, or what
the acoustic is!

Some career highlights, in the UK or Japan.

I’'m definitely waiting for the one in Japan! It's been nearly 8 years since | had my
debut CD in the U.K. and | have 5 albums | have to tour and promote in Japan, but in
the U.K., | had so many amazing opportunities playing for so many gigs and festivals
as well as playing in Spain, France, Czech, and my first tour with TSUJI, a legendary
Japanese singer and author (and a great cook!), oh, and being Yamaha Music
London ambassador in 2024!

Advice for young or inexperienced guitar players at the start of their journey.

Well, I'm not sure if I'm the right person to ask, because | made a epic failure when |
had my exam to get to Osaka College of Music. | didn’t know how to put a new
strings on my classical guitar and my top e string snapped off! | still remember when
| first performed in public, | was too nervous so | was looking down for the entire
show!

| think, let’s say, 99% of the reason | play the guitar is the love for the guitar and not
much else. You practise (I wouldn’t call it ‘practice’, you just enjoy having time with
your guitar. That's what we call ‘practice’), only because you love your guitar.

I've been playing guitar for more than 30 years and still can’t imagine my life without
guitar. Every time you touch the strings, then it resonates with your skin, sometimes
your entire body or heart, and if you can deliver that on the stage, you're a pro. It's
totally up to you to spend time with your guitar at home or on stage!

Are you working on anything cool at the moment?



My biggest project right now is to play with TSUJI in Corsica in September, but I'm
currently playing music for the Handel Hendrix House in London this summer. I'm
practising hard to play my guitar over head!

I’'m also making a review video for a Vanilla House Sound Lab cable, which should
be available by the time this interview is published, but I'm super excited about this
project. Can you believe my guitar sound finally comes out from the amp as the
same as the unplugged, just by switching to this new cable? It's like my tone
searching journey has finally been completed - lived happily ever after!
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